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• Overview of the dissemination principles

• UN Trade statistics database

• UNSD roles in distributing international trade 

statistics to general public



Dissemination principles

Dissemination means making available to the public, without 

restrictions and without regard for the way in which the action 

is carried out. 

Publication involves the action of making statistical 

information public in different layouts (summary tables/graphs, 

detailed data, etc.) through various modes of 

dissemination(printed, website, files, etc.)   



Dissemination principles

I. Providing users with information on the properties of 

statistical data

� Where data are to be located, according to subject 

and time period;

� How the data were defined and compiled;

� What quality is assigned to the data;

� What related data can be used for comparison or to 

provide context.



Dissemination principles

II. Dissemination policy

� A release schedule (calendar) where all constituencies 

are treated equally (made public well in advance);

� A clear policy to identify the information that should be 

made available to the press and the supporting detail 

that can be disseminated through statistical bulletins;

� A policy regarding the cost of accessing detailed 

statistical information, if applicable



Dissemination principles

III. Different forms of dissemination

� Traditional means

� Printed publications

� Press release

� Internet

� File downloads

� Interactive query

� Web API (Application Programming Interface)



Quality dimensions 

• Timeliness

� Time lag between end of reference period and date of 

data release

• Punctuality

� Time lag between planned and actual date of data 

release

• Accessibility

� The ease with which users can obtain data

• Clarity

� The ease with which users can understand data



Quality trade off

• Accuracy vs. Timeliness, Punctuality

� Releasing accurate data may take some time

� Solution: flash estimates, preliminary figures, 

data revision

• Resources vs. Accessibility, Clarity

� No resources to disseminate data and 

metadata beyond traditional means

� Solution: use global trade data platform 

maintained by UNSD



UNSD activities related to dissemination

UNSD mission:

• to develop and promote global statistical standards in the 
measurement of economic performance, social progress, 
environmental changes and political attributes

• to collect, analyse and disseminate social, economic, political 
and environment statistical data at country, regional and global 
level

• to assist Member States to establish a functioning statistical 
system which serves as foundation to an effective international 
statistical system

• to coordinate and promote global statistical activities and enhance 
the functioning of the UN Statistical Commission as apex entity

• to support  DESA in its multidimensional programme of work on 
social and economic affairs 



UN Trade Statistics Database

• Repository of 

official trade 

statistics: 

http://comtrade.un.

org

• Consists of 

detailed data by 

product and 

partner of 

annual/monthly 

merchandise and 

services data

• Widely used by 

general public with 

1.2 trillion records 

downloaded



Data Extraction interface



UN Trade Yearbook

Trade Profiles: India 2002-2015



Trade Profiles: India 2002-2015



Trade Profiles: India 2002-2015



Trade Profiles: India 2002-2015



Composition of service trade: India 2014



Interactive data visualization

• Why?

� To turn data into insights using modern visualization 

techniques

� Users are able to explore the data, and to zoom in 

into specific details

• We have started to collect data visualization 

applications in 

� A place to showcase innovative and experimental 

uses of trade data, cutting-edge data extraction tools, 

and alternative dissemination platforms

� http://comtrade.un.org/labs/



Data Visualization

Live demo on selected applications >.

Followed by Q & A

Thank you


